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Stepping Stone of San Diego, Inc. Appoints New Board Member
Community Champion Benny Cartwright Joins the Board as the Agency Celebrates its 35th Anniversary
Stepping Stone of San Diego, Inc. – a nationally recognized alcohol and other drug treatment as well as HIV/AIDS services provider geared toward the unique needs of the LGBT community – today announced the appointment of Benny Cartwright to its Board of Directors.
  

“The staff and current board of Stepping Stone are delighted to welcome Benny Cartwright,” said Tom Reise, Chair of the Board. “He is a recognized champion in our community and a passionate advocate for its most vulnerable members. His expertise and dedication will help our Board of Directors shape the future of Stepping Stone.” 

  

Cartwright is currently the Executive Assistant of Associated Students, Inc. of San Diego State University Government and also works for and represents Hale Media, Inc (SDGLN/SDPIX). He anticipates earning a Masters of Arts in Nonprofit Management & Leadership this year. Previously, Cartwright served for 6 years in a senior position at a major financial institution and as a recruitment specialist for the Navy. He brings equal energy to his volunteer work spanning from major event production, public safety, and LGBT public policy to youth outreach. 

  

His professional affiliations include The San Diego LGBT Community Center’s Young Professionals Council, the Community Leadership Council, San Diego Remembers (founding Co-chair), the San Diego Police Department Chief's Advisory Board for LGBT Issues, and the San Diego State University President’s Advisory Committee on Equality. 

  

The expansion of the Board of Directors of Stepping Stone ensures the organization will continue to benefit from a diversity of experience and perspectives. “After an extensive search, we determined Benny was a perfect candidate because of his proven leadership skills, broad management experience, and his excellent reputation," said Reise. 

  

Cartwright joins a seven-member board that oversees budget and finances, policies and practices, operations of the 31-bed treatment facility, strategic planning and outreach. 

  

"Benny's leadership experience will be a valuable asset as we evolve Stepping Stone’s vision and services. This is a very exciting and dynamic time as we prepare for a series of community events to celebrate the 35th Anniversary of Stepping Stone," said John deMiranda, President and CEO. 
  

Stepping Stone will open its doors to supporters, alumni and friends on Sunday, February 13 from 3 – 5 pm for a “Valentine’s Open Heart” meet n’ greet. New commemorative tiles will be unveiled during a ceremony. If you would like to have your custom tile eternalized in the beautiful courtyard of the residential facility, please go to steppingstonesd.org or call Bixi Craig at 619.278.077 ext. 115 by February 4. 

  

“Live It Up,” the first of two major events around the 35th Anniversary takes place on Saturday, June 4. The public is invited to enjoy an afternoon of fun, great food, music, and a “then and now” car show. Details will be announced in upcoming weeks. The third annual Mission Bay Cruise is scheduled for September and promises to include an exclusive exhibit chronicling 35 years of LGBT recovery.
Founded in 1976, Stepping Stone is a non-profit alcohol and drug recovery agency that offers a variety of treatment and recovery programs incorporating evidence-based best practices. The agency’s mission is to create, improve and deliver alcohol and other drug treatment, HIV and other health interventions, recovery, education and prevention services specializing in the challenges of the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender communities of the San Diego region.

For information about event volunteer, sponsorship, and endorsement opportunities, and ways to underwrite the organization’s services email/call Bixi Craig at bixi@steppingstonesd.org or 619.278.0777 ext. 115. For information about admission to programs, meetings, and support services go to steppingstonesd.org.
