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COMBINED HEALTH AGENCIES HONORS LOCAL HEALTH HEROES

SAN DIEGO — On March 16th Combined Health Agencies will honor 24 local Health Heroes on behalf of their member agencies to which the Heroes have devoted their time and talents.  Combined Health Agencies has been honoring local Health Heroes since 1994.  Honorees were recognized for the contributions they have made to the local health industry through their community activism.  Hal Clement will be the emcee of the awards event sponsored by PHARMA, Johnson & Johnson, Sharp Chula Vista Medical Center, BIOCOM, Sonnenberg & Company and UC San Diego Health System.
“These Health Heroes are an important voice for our member agencies,” said Susan Day, Combined Health Agencies’ president.  “They constantly promote the importance of good health and tell those with chronic or life-threatening health issues that there are resources to assist them.”

Honorees are recognized in one of three categories: media, medical or business.  Those in the media category consistently publicize their nominating agency’s programs and services beyond the efforts of their regular professional functions.  Medical professional honorees dedicate their work to the advancement of the treatment for a specific disease, or the eradication of a disease relative to the nominating agency.  Honorees in the business category support and participate with nominating agency’s cause, programs or services.  Their contributions are extraordinary and not necessarily of a monetary nature.  

The 2011 honorees are listed below with the nominating member agency in italics: 

Dr. John Daly
Alzheimer’s Association

San Ysidro Health Center
American Diabetes Association

Dr. Tarek Hassanein, MD, FACP, FACG AGA
American Liver Foundation

San Diego Gas & Electric and Mike Niggli
American Lung Association of California
Dr. Nasrin Mani
American Melanoma Foundation

Brian Reeder
ALS Association
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Dr. Robert M. Sheets

Arthritis Foundation

Dr. Siri Martin Andrews

Autism Society of America

Sunroad Enterprises
Burn Institute

Michael Docherty, MD
Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America

Henry A. Wojtczak, MD
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation

Qualcomm Inc.
Epilepsy Foundation

Dr. Steven Cohen
Fresh Start Surgical Gifts

The Bravo Foundation

Hemophilia Association of San Diego County

DexCom and President & CEO Terry Gregg
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation

Olive Garden Italian Restaurant
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

Celgene
Lupus Foundation of Southern California

Veterans Village of San Diego
Mental Health America

Northgate Markets
Muscular Dystrophy Association

NBC San Diego
National Multiple Sclerosis Society

Michael Lobatz, MD
Parkinson’s Disease Association of San Diego

Girard Securities, Inc
San Diego Hospice & Palliative Care

Sickle Cell Team, Rady Children’s Hospital
Sickle Cell Disease Association
Evans Hotels
Stepping Stone of San Diego

Founded in 1970, Combined Health Agencies is a non-profit federation of 25 member health agencies, committed to improving our community’s health by supporting our member agencies through individual and corporate giving.
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