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COMBINED HEALTH AGENCIES HONORS LOCAL HEALTH HEROES

SAN DIEGO — Recently, Combined Health Agencies honored 24 local Health Heroes on behalf of the agencies to which they have devoted their time and talents.  Combined Health Agencies has been honoring local Health Heroes since 1994.  Honorees were recognized for the contributions they have made to the local health industry through their community activism.  Bill Menish was the emcee of the awards event sponsored by Aflac, BIOCOM, Johnson & Johnson, Kaiser Permanente, PhRMA, Sanofi-Aventis and Sharp Chula Vista Medical Center.

“These Health Heroes are an important voice for our member agencies,” said Susan Day, Combined Health Agencies president.  “They constantly promote the importance of good health and tell those with chronic or life-threatening health issues that there are resources to assist them.”

Honorees are recognized in one of three categories: media, medical or business.  Those in the media category consistently publicize their nominating agency’s programs and services beyond the efforts of their regular professional functions.  Medical professional honorees dedicate their work to the advancement of the treatment for a specific disease, or the eradication of a disease relative to the nominating agency.  Honorees in the business category support and participate with nominating agency’s cause, programs or services.  Their contributions are extraordinary and not necessarily of a monetary nature.  

The 2010 honorees are listed below with the nominating member agency in italics: 

Sempra Energy
Alzheimer’s Association

Nueva Opcion 
American Diabetes Association

Paul Negulescu, Vertex Pharmaceuticals
American Liver Foundation

John Hawkins, Cloud 9 SuperShuttle
American Lung Association in California
Gran Fondo Colnago
American Melanoma Foundation

Glen Middleton, Paralyzed Veterans Association
ALS Association

Walmart
Arthritis Foundation

Karyn Lewis Searcy, M.A., S.L.P., C.C.C.
San Diego Autism Society
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Mom’s Priority Pharmacy

Being Alive San Diego

San Diego City Fire Fighters Local 145
Burn Institute

Rolf Benirschke
Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America

Dr. Douglas Conrad, UCSD Medical Center
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation

Andrew S. Clark, Bridgepoint Education
Epilepsy Foundation

Dr. Shrilekha Champaneri, Scripps Memorial Hospital
Fresh Start Surgical Gifts

Qualcomm
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation

Matt Simons, DJO, Inc.
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

Barona Band of Mission Indians
Lupus Foundation of Southern California

Lisa St. George, M.S.W., C.P.R.P.
Mental Health America

GEICO
Muscular Dystrophy Association

Dr. Jody Corey-Bloom, VA Medical Center
National Multiple Sclerosis Society

Dr. Melissa Houser, Scripps Clinic
Parkinson’s Disease Association of San Diego

Dr. Scott Irwin, Ph.D., San Diego Hospice
San Diego Hospice & Palliative Care

Gretchen Burns-Bergman
Stepping Stone of San Diego

PHOTO CAPTION: (Front L-R) Gretchen Burns-Bergman, Lisa St. George, Dr. Doug Conrad, Jan Thoresen, Councilwoman Beth Glasco, Karyn Lewis Searcy, Dr. Jody Corey-Bloom, Barbara Morgan, Dr. Scott Irwin, Joe Collins, Glen Middleton.  (Back L-R) Frank De Clercq, Jennifer Love Bruce, Matt Simons, Donna Sinclair, Antonieta Angulo, Paul Negulescu, Diana Felix, Jimmy Ramsey, Mimi Askew, John Hawkins, Sherrie Gould, Michelle Nation, Dr. Melissa Houser, Bob Schlax, Steve Markey, Aida Meza, Araceli Gallegos, Maria Luisa Aldrete and Kyle Lederer.
Founded in 1970, Combined Health Agencies is a non-profit federation of 25 member health agencies, committed to improving our community’s health by supporting our member agencies through individual and corporate giving.
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